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Mozart: Così fan tutte. Chamber 
Orchestra of Europe, Nézet-
Séguin. (96/24) HDtracks.com
:KHQ� <DQQLFN� 1p]HW�6pJXLQ�� ���\HDU�
old music director of  the Philadelphia 

2UFKHVWUD�� WDNHV� WKH� VWDJH� ZLWK� D� EXQFK�
of  opera singers, the visual effect is pretty 

DPXVLQJ�� 2SHUD� VLQJHUV� DUH� ODUJH� SHRSOH�
DQG�1p]HW�6pJXLQ�LV�D�FRPSDFWO\�PXVFXODU�
�·�µ�� 0H]]R�VRSUDQR� -R\FH� 'L'RQDWR�
GXEEHG�KLP�́ 0LJKW\�0RXVH�µ�EXW�WKH�ODEHO�
ÀWV�DV�PXFK�IRU�WKH�FRQGXFWRU·V�HQHUJL]LQJ�
SHUIRUPDQFHV�DV�IRU�KLV�VL]H��Così fan tutte·V�
LUUHVLVWLEOH� JRRG� VSLULWV³D� QHYHU�JHWV�
ROG� VODQW� RQ� WKH� %DWWOH� RI � WKH� 6H[HV³
WDNHV� RII � WKH�PRPHQW�1p]HW�6pJXLQ� KLWV�
WKH� 2YHUWXUH·V� $OOHJUR� DQG� QHYHU� ORRNV�
EDFN��7KH�FRQGXFWRU�HIIHFWLYHO\�FRQWUDVWV�
the feminine and the masculine strains 

LQKHUHQW� LQ�0R]DUW·V�PXVLF�� MXVW� OLVWHQ� WR�
the musical change of  gears from Scene 

�� WR� 6FHQH� �� LQ� WKH� ÀUVW� DFW��<16�KDV� D�
WHUULÀF�FDVW�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK³0LDK�3HUVVRQ��
$QJHOD�%URZHU��0RMFD�(UGPDQQ��5RODQGR�
9LOOD]yQ��$GDP�3ODFKHWND��DQG�$OHVVDQGUR�
&RUEHOOL³EXW�LW·V�WKHLU�FROODERUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
PDQ\�HQVHPEOH�QXPEHUV� WKDW�PDNHV� WKLV�
Così WUHDVXUDEOH�� 7KH� EULOOLDQW�� EXR\DQW��
nuanced sound matches the performance 

perfectly.

Wagner: Good Friday Music. 
Parsifal Synthesis. Houston 
Symphony, Stokowski. (192/24) 
HDtracks.com
/HRSROG� 6WRNRZVNL� PD\� XOWLPDWHO\� EH�
UHPHPEHUHG� DV�PXFK� IRU� KLV� RUFKHVWUDO�
WUDQVFULSWLRQV� DV� IRU� KLV� ÁDPER\DQW�
SRGLXP� GHPHDQRU� RU� IRU� VKDNLQJ�
KDQGV� ZLWK�0LFNH\� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI �
Fantasia. 6WRNRZVNL·V�WUHDWPHQWV�RI �RWKHU�
FRPSRVHUV·� PXVLF� ZDV� LQWHQGHG� QRW�
VR� PXFK� WR� ´LPSURYHµ� LW� DV� WR� DPSOLI\�
its emotional power. His “symphonic 

V\QWKHVLVµ�RI �$FW�,,,�RI �:DJQHU·V�Parsifal 
GLVWLOOV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI �WKDW�PDVVLYH�ZRUN�
ZLWKRXW� WULYLDOL]LQJ� LW�� �6WRNRZVNL� DOVR�
performs Parsifal’s Good Friday Music 

pretty much as Wagner wrote it, with 

the vocal parts simply omitted.) The 

+RXVWRQ�6\PSKRQ\�ZDVQ·W�7KH�)DEXORXV�
3KLODGHOSKLDQV� EXW� LW� ZDV� FRPSOHWHO\�
under the spell of  its charismatic leader 

DQG� PDNHV� VRPH� EHDXWLIXO� VRXQGV�� 7KH�
����� (YHUHVW� UHFRUGLQJ�� VXSHUYLVHG� E\�
%HUW� :K\WH�� LV� IXOO� DQG� ULFKO\� WH[WXUHG��
7KRXJK� FKDUJLQJ� ���� IRU� D� ���PLQXWH�
SURJUDP�ERUGHUV�RQ�ODUFHQ\�

Zia. Del Sol Quartet. (96/24) 
HDtracks.com
The Del Sol String Quartet is yet another 

\RXQJ� FKDPEHU� JURXS�ZLWK� WHFKQLTXH� WR�
EXUQ�ZKR·V�GHFLGHG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�%HHWKRYHQ�
and Brahms to others and devote itself  to 

PRGHUQ�PXVLF�DQG�WR�UHSHUWRLUH�WKDW�ORRNV�
EH\RQG�D�´:HVWHUQµ�RULHQWDWLRQ��*DEULHOD�
/HQD�)UDQN·V�Leyendas: An Andean Walkabout 
FRPSULVHV� VL[� VKRUW� PRYHPHQWV� LQVSLUHG�
E\�&KLOHDQ�QDWLYH�FXOWXUH��7KH�RSHQ�ÀIWKV�
of  Andean pipes are occasionally apparent 

EXW�� PRVWO\�� DQ� H[RWLF� DXUD� LV� FUHDWHG� E\�
LQYHQWLYH� VFRULQJ³KDUPRQLFV�� SL]]LFDWRV��
and sul ponticello�HIIHFWV�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�EH�
KHDUG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\��/RX�+DUULVRQ·V�String 
Quartet Set KDUNHQV� EDFN� WR� D� PHGLHYDO�
(XURSHDQ� HVWKHWLF�� ZLWK� H[FXUVLRQV� WR�
7XUNH\�� -RVp�(YDQJHOLVWD·V�Spanish Garland 
LQFRUSRUDWHV� ,EHULDQ� IRON� PXVLF�� ,UDQLDQ�
FRPSRVHU� 5H]D�9DOL·V�Calligraphy No. 6 is 

FUDEEHG� DQG� FRQFHQWUDWHG�� DQG Fast Blue 
Village 2 E\� WKH� 8]EHNLVWDQ�ERUQ� (OHQD�
.DWV�&KHUQLQ� LV� H[KLODUDWLQJ� 6FKXEHUW�
PHHWV�PLQLPDOLVP�PHHWV�EOXHJUDVV�� 7KH�
sound is vivid and dynamic.

Guardian Angel. Rachel 
Podger. (DSD multichannel) 
ChannelClassics.com
<RX·UH�WKLQNLQJ��´'R�,�really want to spend 

$34 on a DSD multichannel recording 

RI �D� VROR�YLROLQ�SOD\LQJ�EDURTXH�PXVLF"µ�
<RX�EHW�\RX�GR��,I �DSSURDFKLQJ�UHDOLW\� LV�
one of  your goals as an audiophile—it 

VKRXOGQ·W�EH�\RXU�RQO\�JRDO��RI �FRXUVH³
WKLV�ZLOO�EH�RQH�RI �\RXU�FORVHVW�DSSURDFKHV�

\HW�� -DUHG� 6DFNV� UHFRUGHG� 5DFKHO� 3RGJHU�
in a Haarlem church, the artist 20 feet 

IURP� DQ� DUUD\� RI � ÀYH�PLFURSKRQHV�� WZR�
pointed away from the player to provide 

WKH� VXUURXQG� FKDQQHOV� IRU� WKH� ���� PL[���
3RGJHU·V�*HQRHVH� LQVWUXPHQW� LOOXPLQDWHV�
the space, her sound emanating from a 

fairly diffuse area in front of  the listening 

SRVLWLRQ��7KH�VRORLVW·V�DXGLEOH�EUHDWKLQJ�LV�
PXFK�PRUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�ORFDOL]HG�WKDQ�WKH�
PXVLFDO�VRXQG³DQ�XWWHUO\�EHOLHYDEOH�DXUDO�
SKHQRPHQRQ��7KH�SURJUDP�LV�VXEOLPH�DQG�
VXUSULVLQJO\� YDULHG�� $� %DFK� ÁXWH� VRQDWD�
LV� ÁXHQWO\� UHOD[HG� ZKLOH� WZR� PLQRU�NH\�
VRQDWDV� E\�7DUWLQL� DUH�PRUH�PHODQFKROLF��
7KUHH�UKDSVRGLF�SLHFHV�E\�1LFROD�0DWKHLV��
D� VRQDWD� E\� -RKDQQ� *HRUJ� 3LVHQGHO�� WKH�
ODVW� RI � %LEHU·V� ´0\VWHU\� 6RQDWDV�µ� DQG�
DQ� XSEHDW� JLJXH� E\� $QWRQLR� 0RQWDQDUL�
FRPSOHWH�WKH����SOXV�PLQXWH�UHFLWDO�

Beppe: Remote Galaxy. 
Philharmonia Orchestra, 
Ashkenazy. (DSD multichannel) 
2L.no
,Q� OHVV� SROLWLFDOO\� FRUUHFW� WLPHV�� )OLQW�
-XYHQWLQR� %HSSH� ZRXOG·YH� EHHQ� ODEHOHG�
an “idiot savant.µ Beppe, diagnosed with 

$VSHUJHU·V� DQG� 7RXUHWWH·V� V\QGURPHV��
has had no formal musical training, yet 

KHUH·V� D� UHFRUGLQJ�RI � VHYHUDO� V\PSKRQLF�
ZRUNV³QRW� KLV� ÀUVW�� E\� D� ORQJ� VKRW³
ZLWK� D� PDMRU� RUFKHVWUD� OHG� E\� D� ZRUOG�
famous conductor. The music is tonal 

DQG�PHORGLF��EXW�GHULYDWLYH�RI �DEVROXWHO\�
QR�RQH�� LW·V� VSHFWDFXODU�ZLWKRXW� VHHPLQJ�
JDXG\�RU�HYHQ�FLQHPDWLF��DOWKRXJK�,�FRXOG�
imagine sections from several of  these 

SLHFHV� DFFRPSDQ\LQJ� D� \HW�XQERUQ� 7LP�
%XUWRQ� ÀOP��� �/·V� PXOWLFKDQQHO� VRXQG�
LV� KDUG� WR� FKDUDFWHUL]H� DV� ZHOO�� $� ODUJH�
orchestra is traditionally deployed with 

EUHDWKWDNLQJ�ZLGWK� DQG�GHSWK� DQG� WKHQ��
suddenly, an instrument will loom up—a 

KDUS��VQDUH�GUXP��EHOOV³DQG�KRYHU�LQ�WKH�
DLU��2QH�WKLQJ·V�IRU�VXUH��WKH�LQWR[LFDWLQJ�
VRXQGÀHOG��/�FUHDWHV�ZLOO�ÀOO�HYHU\�VTXDUH�
inch of  your room. 

Andrew Quint

Classical


