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Bloch: Symphony; Poems of the 
Sea. London Symphony, Atlas. 
Naxos.

(UQHVW� %ORFK·V� 6\PSKRQ\� LQ� &�6KDUS�
Minor is as vast as the ocean. Written 

EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ����� ZKHQ� %ORFK�
ZDV�LQ�KLV�HDUO\�WZHQWLHV��LW·V�PDVVLYH�DQG�
RI � VWXQQLQJ� PDWXULW\�� WKH� HPRWLRQV� DUH�
QHYHU� RQFH� WDLQWHG� E\� \RXWKIXO� H[FHVV��
The orchestration is always in service 

of  the music, and though most of  the 

WKHPHV� DUHQ·W� TXLWH� WKH� NLQG� \RX� OHDYH�
the house whistling, they are fertile 

soil for fascinating development. The 

ZULWLQJ� LV� ODWH�5RPDQWLF� OLNH� %UXFNQHU��
Mahler, and Richard Strauss; in fact, the 

melodies and their presentation in the 

second movement are very redolent of  

Mahler. The first movement accounts 

IRU� ��� RI � WKH� SLHFH·V� ���PLQXWHV³LW·V� D�
FDQYDV� SDLQWHG� ZLWK� WKH� EURRGLQJ� DQG�
strength of  the human spirit. The third, 

9LYDFH�� LV� D� VREHU�PLQGHG� VFKHU]R� ZLWK�
UK\WKPLF� VLPLODULWLHV� WR� 5DFKPDQLQRII ·V�
Symphonic Dances��WKH�IRXUWK�EXLOGV�RII �RI �
that in a final triumph that never disowns 

tragedy. Poems of  the Sea��LQVSLUHG�E\�:DOW�
:KLWPDQ·V�ZRUN��LV�D�FDOPHU�VHW��ZLWK�DQ�
$PHULFDQ�VRXQGLQJ� VHFRQG� PRYHPHQW�
DQG�D�WKLUG�WKDW�LQWHJUDWHV�,ULVK�MLJV�TXLWH�
QDWXUDOO\��6RQLFV�DUH�EDODQFHG�DQG�OHW�WKH�
PXVLF�EORRP�IXOO\��SE    

Further Listening: Hans Rott: 
Symphony in E (BIS)

Valen: String Quartets. Hansa 
Quartet. 2L.

Norwegian composer Fartein Valen 

�����²������ZDV�DQ�HFFHQWULF�DXWRGLGDFW�
ZKR�UHWDLQV�D�VPDOO�EXW�GHYRWHG�IROORZLQJ��
His disinterest in appealing to an 

audience is, well, part of  his appeal. His 

music is dissonant yet flowing, drawing 

RQ� ERWK� 6FKRHQEHUJLDQ� FKURPDWLFLVP�
and Renaissance polyphony, yet 

quintessentially Nordic in its reticence, 

inwardness, and striving for ascetic 

SXULW\�� ,PDJLQH�� LI � \RX� FDQ�� %DFK³RU�
3DOHVWULQD³ZULWLQJ� ���WRQH� PXVLF��
9DOHQ·V� WKUHH� VWULQJ� TXDUWHWV� KDYH� UDUHO\�
�LI �HYHU��EHHQ�UHFRUGHG��EXW��/�KDV�QRZ�
�TXL[RWLFDOO\³WKLV� PXVLF� LV� QHYHU� JRLQJ�
WR� EH� SRSXODU�� UHOHDVHG� WKHP� LQ� VXSHUE�
SHUIRUPDQFHV� DQG� \RX�DUH�WKHUH� VRQLFV�
RQ�D�WZR�GLVF�VHW��WKH�FRPSOHWH�SURJUDP�
LVVXHG�WZLFH��RQ�WZR�IRUPDWV��K\EULG�&'�
6$&'�DQG�%OX�UD\�'LVF��7KH�ILUVW�TXDUWHW��
IURP�������LV�DQ�HDUO\�ZRUN�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�
WRQDO� ODWH�URPDQWLF�ODQJXDJH�LQGHEWHG�WR�
%UDKPV� DQG� 'YRUiN�� ,W·V� D� PHORGLRXV��
well made, pleasing item, and if  without 

much individual profile its seamless flow 

DQG� UHVWUDLQW� DGXPEUDWH� WKRVH� TXDOLWLHV�
LQ� WKH� FRPSRVHU·V� ODWHU� PXVLF�� 7KH� WZR�
mature quartets are atonal, offering a cool 

EXW�GHHSO\�IHOW�H[SUHVVLYHQHVV�� WKHLU�YHU\�
avoidance of  tension and the erotic urge 

for consummation so intrinsic to tonality 

VWUDQJHO\�OLEHUDWLQJ�DQG�FRQVROLQJ�WR�WKRVH�
willing to put aside their preconceptions 

DQG�MXVW�OLVWHQ��ML

Further Listening: Boykan: String 
Quartets (CRI)

Music SonicsMusic Sonics

Dale: The Romantic Viola. Yuko 
Inoue, viola; Stephen Coombs, 
piano; RAM Viola Sextet. Naxos. 

%HQMDPLQ� 'DOH� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUWK�
/RQGRQ� LQ� ������ KH� HQWHUHG� WKH� 5R\DO�
Academy of  Music at fifteen and studied 

FRPSRVLWLRQ� ZLWK� )UHGHULFN� &RUGHU��
WKH� WHDFKHU�RI �<RUN�%RZHQ�DQG�$UQROG�
%D[��3URIHVVRU�/LRQHO�7HUWLV�� WKH�´IDWKHU�
RI � WKH� PRGHUQ� YLROD�µ� HQFRXUDJHG� KLV�
students to write solo music for the viola; 

Dale responded with his Suite for Viola 

DQG�3LDQR��D�WKUHH�PRYHPHQW�ZRUN�PRUH�
WKDQ� D� KDOI�KRXU� ORQJ�� 7KH� ZULWLQJ� LV�
UHPLQLVFHQW� RI � %UDKPV� EXW� WLQJHG� ZLWK�
D� OLWWOH� ,PSUHVVLRQLVP�DQG�DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ�
6SDQLVK�VRXQGLQJ� VHFWLRQ� QHDU� WKH� YHU\�
FHQWHU� RI � WKH� SLHFH�� 7KH� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�
DQG�$QGDQWH�IRU�VL[�YLRODV�LV�D�WHQ�PLQXWH�
delight with searching, swelling themes. 

The Phantasy for Viola and Piano also has 

D�VOLJKW�6SDQLVK�IHHO�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��EXW�
ILOWHUHG� WKURXJK� 'DOH·V� RZQ� SHUVRQDOLW\��
The lengthy thematic and temporal 

UHOD[DWLRQ� OHDGLQJ� LQWR� WKH� IDVWHU�PLGGOH�
VHFWLRQ� LV� UHPDUNDEOH�� 'DOH� ZDV� D� PDQ�
of  no mean talent. His harmonic style 

LV�TXLWH� WRQDO�IRU� WKH�WLPH�����������EXW�
QRWKLQJ� VRXQGV� DQDFKURQLVWLF�� ,W·V� D� MR\�
WR� GLVFRYHU� VROLG� URPDQWLF� PXVLF� WKDW·V�
VR�LQGLYLGXDO��LPDJLQDWLYH��DQG�HQMR\DEOH��
The playing is good, the sound nothing 

VSHFLDO�EXW�VHUYLFHDEOH�QRQHWKHOHVV��SE

Further Listening: Bax: Viola 
Sonata, etc. (Martin Outram/
Naxos)

Music Sonics


