European Tour
Nordic Brass Ensemble
2L 128 [SACD, Blu-Ray] 76 minutes

These are some of Scandinavia’s best brass
players—four trumpeters, a horn player, four
trombonists, a tuba player, and a percussionist—from orchestras in Oslo, Bergen, Stockholm, Trondheim, and Gothenburg. The
ensemble formed in 1993, and it assembles
twice a year.
The program offers 32 little pieces from the
16th Century. Some are dances in suites, such
as a set of seven from Michael Praetorius’s
Terpsichore. A few are new to me: ‘Battalia de
Morales’ by Francisco Correa de Arauxo, the
deeply beautiful ‘Circumdede me runt’ by
Cristobal de Morales, ‘Jerigonza’ by Mateo
Flecha, three works by Andre Danican Philidor, a couple by Anthony Holborne.
People who know brass ensemble literature will recognize most of the pieces by
Susato, Holborne, and Le Jeune, but they will
notice that all are newly arranged (by two of
the group’s members). Things are enlivened
with skillfully played ornaments and timbres
that are by turns cylindrical and conical, open
and muted. The percussion work is outstanding.
I enjoy this album very much, but I suspect
I might enjoy some of the pieces more if there
were a conductor to rein things in a bit. It’s not
that they need a stick to stay together; they
don’t. But these orchestral musicians obviously relish the chance to play with no one to stifle
their enthusiasm. Many of the energetic works
end too spectacularly. I realize that might
seem like an odd statement, but the showing
off is excessive.
And I continue to wait for a brass group
that will play Gesualdo madrigals in a flexible
way. There are two here, and the playing is
warm and expressive, but there are also unwavering tempos. Gesualdo’s astonishing pieces
need some freedom.
KILPATRICK

Double Bass
GLIERE: Intermezzo, Tarantella, op 9; Prelude,
Scherzo, op 32; BOTTESINI: Reverie, Introduction & Bolero; JONGEN: Prelude, Habanera &
Allegro, op 106; HAUTA-AHO: Kadenza; PIAZZOLLA: Kicho
Wies de Boeve, db; Tomoko Takahashi, p
Genuin 16433 — 54 minutes

This young double-bass player makes all of
these pieces come across the footlights, perhaps because he prefers to play without shoes
on. These works have all been previously
recorded, except perhaps the one by Joseph
Jongen. The Gliere pieces are enjoyable. So is
the more virtuosic Bottesini. Jongen’s 10minute suite is also up-beat in nature. Teppo
Hauta-Aho is from Finland and his double-
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bass Kadenza turns up in bass competitions.
His is a mysterious-sounding and also amusing piece, leading us towards another combination of the same elements by Astor Piazzolla
that seems also to eliminate the piano until
suddenly it is dance time and it takes over.
The liner notes begin by describing the
German Music Competition that brought on
this recording. The rest of them consist of a
biography of De Bouve and an interview with
him. There is nothing about the music at all. I
rather resent that, but the recording itself is
well worth hearing.
D MOORE

Celebration of Cellos
CERETTO: Trio, op 1:2; AESCHBACHER: 4 Cello
Suite; MAINARDI: Notturno; RODRIGO: Madrigal; Danza de Cortesia; DARE: 6 Pieces; DON:
Quartet, op 7; HEWITT-JONES: Serenade; NORRIS: Rumba
Cello Spice—Divine Art 5002—68 minutes

When this recording was made back in 1995,
Cello Spice included, among others, the four
players on this disc: Mark Bailey, Gillian Copp,
John Davidson, and Allison Lawrence. They
are fine players, and the program is attractive
to the ears.
It begins with the classical Giacobbe
Cervetto (c. 1682-1783) and from then on we
are in the 20th Century, though we stay on the
romantic side of it.
I reviewed this program in more detail in
2001 (July/Aug, p 229). The sound of the
recording has not been noticeably altered,
though there may be slightly more resonance
here. The booklet is unchanged. If you wish to
hear music for three or four cellos, this is an
enjoyable place to get it.
D MOORE

Cello Program
FRANCK, DEBUSSY: Sonatas; BRAHMS: Sonata 1
Victor Julien-Laferriere; Adam Laloum, p
Mirare 310—63 minutes

French Cello
FRANCK, DEBUSSY: Sonatas; FAURE: Apres
un Reve; Sicilienne; Elegy; SAINT-SAENS:
Allegro Appassionato; Swan
Bryan Cheng; Sylvie Cheng, p
Audite 97.698—61 minutes

The first program is excellently played by both
musicians. It consists of Brahms’s E minor
Sonata and Debussy’s in D minor and the
Cesar Franck Violin Sonata transcribed for
cello and piano with the composer’s approval.
The emotional impression of these read-
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