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The Norwegian composer Ståle Kleiberg was 
born in Stavanger in 1958 and now lives in 
Trondheim. Several of his works have been 
commissioned by the Trondheim Symphony 
Orchestra, including the two excellent Con-
certos recorded here featuring Trondheim 
native Marianne Thorsen on violin and the 
orchestra’s Swedish principal bass player 
Göran Sjölin, 
sensitively 
accompanied 
by conductor 
Daniel Reuss 
and the excel-
lent Trondheim 
ensemble.
 Kleiberg’s 
two string 
concertos are 
both cast in a traditional three movement 
fast-slow-fast framework yet exhibit a very 
individual melodic approach that is remark-
ably compelling. Restricting himself for the 
most part to easily comprehensible two part 
counterpoint, Kleiberg composes long lines 
of chromatically inflected strands of ever-
evolving melodies that captivate the listener 
through a process of seamless organic meta-
morphoses. Decidedly post-modern in their 
allegiance to tonality, these concertos exhibit 
highly effective and idiomatic string writing. 
This is especially evident in his double bass 
concerto. For such a burly fellow, the soul of 
the contrabass is at heart rather melancholy, 
intimate and a bit clumsy, and a real chal-
lenge to compose for. Soloist Sjölin performs 
miracles in the many extended passages in 
the highest register and is rock-solid in his 
performance of the luminous sections com-
posed entirely from the natural harmonics of 
the instrument. There’s never a dull moment 
in either of these eminently accessible works. 
Highly recommended.

Daniel Foley
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